
Borough of Seaside Park 
Mayor & Council Work Session 

Minutes of Thursday, March 26, 2020  
7:00 P.M. 

 
Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr. 
Council President:                      Matthew DeMichele  
Council Member:                Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh  

                Council Member:    Faith Liguori 
Council Member:   Gail Coleman  
Council Member:   Ray Amabile  

   Council Member:                William Kraft 
    

Also Attending  Borough Attorney:  Steven Zabarsky Esq. 
Deputy Municipal Clerk:  Sandra Martin 
Interim Chief Financial Officer John Barrett 
Police Chief   James Boag 

                                            
 
 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 
Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 
been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Honorable Mayor Peterson asked for all present to 
stand for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 
 
WORKSHOP 
 
Temporarily Prohibiting Rentals Via Airbnb and Other Online Marketplaces for Rental of Homes Within The 
Borough 
 
Council discussed prohibiting rentals via Airbnb and other online marketplaces.  
 
Discussion Whether to Close Beaches and/or Boardwalks; Ramifications Cost Wise & Others 
 
Chief Boag said the Public Trust Doctrine raises some legal questions that need to be answered before the beach or 
boardwalk can be closed, and he raised concerns regarding enforcement. Council Member Dr. McHugh said another 
town closed the boardwalk, but closed the street for the residents to walk and socially distance. Borough Attorney 
Zabarsky noted the state administrative order that grants municipalities discretion to impose restrictions beyond 
those listed in the executive order for beaches and boardwalks, and the Borough has the authority to close beaches 
and boardwalk, as well as the bay beaches. Borough Attorney Zabarsky also noted that with the boardwalk there is 
no issue with the Public Trust Doctrine because the boardwalk does not abut the waterways.  
 
Mayor Peterson raised the concern that closing the beaches and boardwalk, may create crowds on the sidewalks 
instead, and urges people to adhere to social distancing. Council Member DeMichele noted that they should prevent 
people from being attracted to certain areas, and noted that events should be postponed. Council Member Kraft said 
the safety of the residents is paramount, and says that the boardwalk should be closed, but the beaches should remain 
open. He also said to use barricades to allow access to keep people from walking on the boardwalk, but allowing 
them access to the walkways to the beach. Council Member Liguori argued that the state hasn’t closed any of its 
beaches, and asked if the mayor had addressed the issue with the state. Mayor Peterson responded that the context 
that on the conference call that the state would provide assistance for enforcement, but was vague. On the 
conference call, there was a difference of opinion on boating; but they argued that boating should be permitted if 
individuals observed social distance rules, when boating was important for multiple towns’ economies. There was 
no formal opinion given.  
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Council Member Liguori asked if people are allowed to park their boats in the marina and they close the bay 
beaches, what happens to people who moor their boats there? Council Member Kraft said that boat ramps should 
remain open, and they should still be able to moor their boats. Council Member Coleman said if they close the 
boardwalk they have to ask the chief, how to enforce when there are only 12 full-time officers. Chief Boag noted 
that they do have barricades and talked to the DPW Supervisor about using snow fencing.  
 
Council Member Kraft argued that closing the boardwalk would keep away people from out-of-town. Council 
Member DeMichele agreed and added that beaches should stay open so residents can walk and stay socially 
distanced.     
 
The Council’s consensus is to close the boardwalk until further notice.  
 
Additional costs associated with the emergency should be meticulously tracked in the event that the municipality is 
able to get aid from the state or grant in the future.  
 
Request to Postpone Kiosk Installations 
 
The kiosks for the parking lots are supposed to be installed by April 1st. Mayor Peterson raised the related issue to 
the impact of other businesses and residents if the lots are closed. Council Member Coleman is in favor of not 
encouraging people to park along the side streets because the close proximity to the homeowners and the residents; 
Council Member Coleman is in favor of postponing the installation. Council Member DeMichele agreed.  
 
Concern was also raised over the touch screens. When the kiosks are postponed, Mayor Peterson suggested having 
hand sanitizer or wipes available.  
 
Chief Boag suggested using some of DPW Supervisors equipment to set up the kiosks and is waiting modems or 
new locks installed until the company can come out. He would also need to work something out with the banks 
because the officers can’t bring the big metal box they collect money in to the drive-thru.  
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky said that under the authority given to the Emergency Management Coordinator, the 
issue is the ordinance has the date from April to October; however, he believes that they could change the date from 
April 1st to April 15th under emergency orders.  
 
Discussion to Postpone April 4,2020, Dune Planting Until Fall 
 
The volunteer dune planting event will be postponed until the fall, and the Council discussed sitting with DPW 
Supervisor to establish another date.  
 
Discussion to Cancel March & April’s Use of Facilities Scheduled Events 
 
Council discussed cancelling events up until the April 9th meeting, and reassessing at the meeting for events going 
forward. Council discussed approving the sunrise service events in the regular meeting with the caveat that it 
depends on the state of emergency.  
 
Dogs on Boardwalk 
 
Council Member DeMichele said that while it is a moot point with the boardwalk closed, and suggested ending the 
warnings and enforcing with fines. Council Members Kraft and Amabile agree. 
 
Opening Status of Marina 
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Council Member Kraft and Mayor Peterson talked with the governor’s office that said boats can come in and out. 
On the conference call with the governor’s office, the emergent order would not apply; people can put their boats in 
for the season. That communication was received in writing, but the issues arise with gatherings. 
 
Council Member Kraft said that there is no issue with social distancing at the marina due to the distance between the 
slips, but the bathrooms, office, and fish cleaning station will be closed. The water will be left on for the slips. He 
recommends proceeding forward, and notes that most boats do not come in until the middle of May. It is less 
populated this early in the season.  
 
Service Agreement for IWORKQ 
 
Council Member DeMichele explained that the construction department’s software New Jersey Permits for keeping 
records for permits and licensing is due to expire before July. The recommended software is IWORKQ, which 
employees have used before, and the software is used by other towns.  
 
Chief Financial Officer Barrett agreed that it is an economical solution. It costs less than Edmunds and the 
employees are familiar with it because it is used in Lavallette.  
 
Service Agreement for ServPro 
 
This is a software directly related to the emergency situation for cleaning the municipal facilities and vehicles. Chief 
Boag said the police vehicles are set up to be cleaned twice a week, and DPW vehicles once a week. The cleanings 
are being tracked because they believe they may be reimbursed in the future.  
 
Discussion on R&VE Proposal to Provide Community Rating System (CRS) Services for the Borough of Seaside 
Park’s Recertification for 2020 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh noted that it has been done the last few years. It is a flat cost of $10,000, and 
questioned the need for it. He expressed wanting to maintain discount for the residents, but to get to the larger level 
discount, may not be feasible. Council Member Dr. McHugh suggested discussing with Mr. Dittenhofer to clarify. 
All in favor to look into the cost-benefit of recertification.  
 
 
Discussion on R&VE to Provide Tax Map Maintenance/Revisions for the Borough of Seaside Park for Tax Year 
2020 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh noted that the cost is set up not to exceed $2,000, and agreed that it is a worthwhile 
venture.  
 
Shared Service Agreement Between Ocean County & Seaside Park for Reconstruction of Stormwater Facilities 
Along 12th Avenue & Bayview Avenue 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh noted that there is a DOT grant to do that section. The Borough is responsible for an 
estimated of $113,000, but the agreement says that the county will reimburse the Borough for that cost. Borough 
Attorney Steve Zabarsky said that the agreement is in proper order and observed that there was a clause that states 
either party can terminate the agreement on thirty days’ notice with or without cause, which he says should be 
deleted from the agreement.  
 
Mayor Peterson suggested entertaining a motion that would entail authorizing the agreement and delete the clause 
and initial accordingly.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mayor Peterson opened the floor for public comment.  
 
Tom Hopkins, agreed with the Council’s consensus and will postpone the volunteer dune planting until the fall.  
 
Seeing no other volunteers from the public, Mayor Peterson closed the public portion of the meeting.   
  
 
MOTION: To Adjourn Work Session and Open to Regular Meeting 
MADE BY: Council Member DeMichele 
SECOND: Council Member Coleman 
 
IN FAVOR: ALL  OPPOSED: NONE 
 
CARRIES: YES 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
_______________________ 
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 


	Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr.

